
U.S. ARMY YUMA PROVING GROUND, YUMA, ARIZONA 85365  |   VOLUME 67 NO. 8  APRIL 16, 2018

YPG STEM Day 
encourages 

youth
 /Page 4

Arizona 
Congressional 

staffers visit YPG
/Page 8

 Color Fun 
Run raises 
awareness
/Page 11

Y1

By Mark Schauer
Command Sgt. Maj. Jamathon 

K. Nelson assumed the highest 
enlisted leadership position at 
YPG in late March in a change of 
responsibility ceremony presided 
over by YPG Commander Col. Ross 
Poppenberger. 

Hailing from the U.S. Army 
Asymmetric Warfare Group at Fort 
Meade, Md., Nelson stressed safety 
and the vital importance of YPG’s 
test mission to the warfighter in 
remarks following the ceremony. 
He also pledged to foster the same 

camaraderie between the military 
and civilian workforce that outgoing 
Command Sgt. Maj. Christopher 
Prosser was widely praised for, 
as well as continue the expanded 
community outreach efforts he 
spearheaded.

“My number one mission is 
messaging,” he said. “I need to let 
others in the Army know what we do 
here and why it is important.”

In remarks to the audience, 
Poppenberger emphasized that less 

By Mark Schauer
Three months into his tenure as 

the proving ground’s highest ranking 
civilian, YPG Technical Director 
Lazaro “Larry” Bracamonte is bullish 
on the post’s prospects.

“I see the future as bright for us,” 
he said.  “People are concerned about 
the budget, but having been here over 
30 years, I’ve seen this before. We 

New Command 
Sgt. Maj. pledges 

to give 100 percent

New technical director brings 
years of experience to job

SEE EXPERIENCE page 7

SEE COMMAND page 2

YPG Commander Col. Ross Poppenberger (center) entrusts the YPG guidon with Command Sgt. Maj. Jamathon Nelson 
(left) as outgoing Command Sgt. Maj. Christopher Prosser (right) looks on. “Only the finest NCOs and Officers are 
selected for command positions,” said Poppenberger. “I know Command Sgt. Maj. Nelson is well-prepared to continue the 
outstanding work Command Sgt. Maj. Prosser has done here and move us forward as a team.” (Photo by Mark Schauer)



2   APRIL 16, 2018 THE OUTPOST

Y2

TheOuTpOsT

News may be submitted to: 
The Editor, Outpost, Yuma Proving Ground, Yuma, AZ, 85365. 
Phone: (928) 328–6149 or DSN 899.
Visit our website at: www.yuma.army.mil
or email to: mark.a.schauer.civ@mail.mil

Commander: Col. Ross Poppenberger
Public Affairs Officer: Chuck Wullenjohn
Public Affairs Specialist/Editor: Mark Schauer
Technical Editor, Cold Regions Test Center: Clara Zachgo 
Marketing Specialist: Teri Womack
Visual Information Manager: Riley Williams

The Outpost is an unofficial publication authorized under provisions of AR 360–1. The Outpost is 
published every two weeks by the Public Affairs Office, Yuma Proving Ground. Views and opinions 
expressed are not necessarily those of the Army. This newspaper uses material credited to  ATEC 
and ARNEWS. While contributions are solicited, the PAO reserves the right to edit all submitted 
materials and make corrections, changes or deletions to conform with the policy of this newspaper.

than one percent of the Army’s 
enlisted ranks achieve the rank of 
Sgt. Maj., describing them as “the 
best of the best.”

“Only the finest NCOs and 
Officers are selected for command 
positions,” said Poppenberger. “I 
know Command Sgt. Maj. Nelson 
is well-prepared to continue the 
outstanding work Command Sgt. 

Maj. Prosser has done here and move 
us forward as a team.”

For his part, in farewell remarks, 
Prosser thanked YPG’s Soldiers and 
workforce for their efforts during 
his tenure. He also expressed special 
appreciation for local military 
support groups such as the Yuma 50, 
describing Yuma as one of the most 
military-friendly communities he had 
encountered during his Army career. 

“The only advice I would give to 
anyone coming into this job is to get 

your hands dirty right away,” he said. 
“You’re not going to upset people 
by asking a lot of questions. Many 
people haven’t been asked about 
what they do and how they do it for a 
long time, and will appreciate you’re 
showing interest and asking what 
they need to make things better.” 

Poppenberger stressed that YPG’s 
mission is vital to the success of the 
Soldiers who defend the nation and 
deter potential adversaries.

“Our nation has over 187,000 
Soldiers deployed in over 140 
countries around the world,” said 
Poppenberger. “They need to know 
that their equipment works as it 
is designed. The end state is that 
YPG validates that our equipment 
performs to maintain overmatch of 
our adversaries and enables us to win 
on the battlefield.”

Nelson said he was enthused about 
the new position and YPG’s highly 
skilled personnel.

“I look forward to working with 
everybody,” he said. “I promise to 
always give 100 percent.”

 

COMMAND
FROM PAGE 1

After the ceremony, Nelson and his family greeted YPG personnel in a receiving line inside the YPG Heritage Center. Here, 
Nelson speaks with Garrison Manager Gordon Rogers. (Photos by Mark Schauer)

Hailing from the U.S. Army Asymmetric Warfare Group 
at Fort Meade, Md., Nelson stressed safety and the vital 
importance of YPG’s test mission to the warfighter in 
remarks following the ceremony. He also pledged to foster 
the same camaraderie between the military and civilian 
workforce that outgoing Command Sgt. Maj. Christopher 
Prosser was widely praised for. 

Haben sie a great day!



THE OUTPOST    APRIL 16, 2018   3

Y3

Hailing from the U.S. Army Asymmetric Warfare Group 
at Fort Meade, Md., Nelson stressed safety and the vital 
importance of YPG’s test mission to the warfighter in 
remarks following the ceremony. He also pledged to foster 
the same camaraderie between the military and civilian 
workforce that outgoing Command Sgt. Maj. Christopher 
Prosser was widely praised for. 

Shoot’in the Breeze
Haben sie a great day!

By David J. Horn
One of the great things about living 

in Yuma, is that it’s at the intersection 
of several different cultures.  Cultures 
that work together to get the job done.  
When you add all those varieties in 
life, to a comment someone made a 
long time ago about “all the world is 
a stage,” you can even have some fun 
along the way.

So, the other day I happened to be 
hanging out in the food court at the 
mall over in El Centro, and while 
I was enjoying a delicious plate of 
Mexican food, all of a sudden I hear 
an excited conversation in Spanish, 
seemingly directed right at me.  I 
lowered my phone for a moment and 
looked up to see a girl, maybe 14 
years old or so, along with her Mom 
who was nearby carrying a bunch 
of small boxes, standing next to my 
table.  The girl was talking at me 
really fast, where I had absolutely no 
idea what she was talking about.

“¿Con permiso señor, pero gus-
taría comprar chocolates?  Estamos 
recaudando fondos para la banda de 
mi escuela,” she said.  While she was 
enthusiastically talking, I noticed she 
was holding a box filled with German 
chocolate candy bars.   At that point, 
I guessed she must be selling them to 
support a school fundraiser or some-
thing.

When she got to a pause in her 
sales pitch, I guess motivated by the 

sight of all that German chocolate, I 
summoned up all the words I could 
remember from a German 101 les-
son I took 40 years ago, and asked, 
“Wie geht es ihnen?  Was ist in der 
kiste?  Schokolade?”   There was 
nothing….but silence.  Sensing I was 
on to something, I asked, “Sprechen 
sie Deutsch?”  The look on her face 
told me that, at least for now, we were 
both equally confused.  I looked over 
at her mom, but all I got there was an 
eye roll and uplifted hands that said, 
“Hey look, I’m staying out of this.”

After a moment where I couldn’t 
tell if she was on to me or not, she 
asked me, “¿Que es Deutsch?”  De-

ciding to go even further out on the 
limb, and struggling to remember 
the Spanish word for German guy, I 
pointed at myself and said, “aleman.”  
At that point, I could see somewhat of 
a reaction on her face, but unmoved, 
she again grabbed a few more candy 
bars from a box her mom was hold-
ing, and launched back into her hon-
est, and actually quite professional-
sounding Spanish sales pitch.

After about 30 seconds she finished, 
and then just stood there, with a hand-
ful of candy bars and an expression 
on her face that said it was obviously 
my turn to say something.  Coming 
to the conclusion that I was quickly 

running out of German words to use 
and that for me, maybe the jig was 
up, I looked up and said, in slightly-
Minnesoooota-accented English, 
“You certainly earned an ‘A’ for ef-
fort.  Soooo, how much are the candy 
bars?”  Without skipping a beat, she 
casually replied, “They’re two dollars 
apiece.”  I replied, “I’ll take two.”

As she was giving me change for 
my five, and picking up the remaining 
chocolates to move her sales efforts 
to the folks over at the next table, 
I smiled and said, “Danke.”  She 
replied back, “¡Muchas gracias!”  As 
they walked away, I added, “Haben 
sie einen shoenen tag!

Next Outpost 
deadline is noon, 

April 19th
Sexual Assault Hotline: 

920-3104     
Report Domestic Violence: 

287-3361
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Foothills Beauty $229,900
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Only 20 minute drive to YPG 

from the Foothills.

Denise Sweet-Mcgregor
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dmcgreg1@mindspring.com
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146671

Chaplain’s Corner

Some post-Easter 
reflections

By Maj. Ronald Beltz
Easter season has just passed! 

A sure sign that Spring is here! 
Plus, many of our winter 
guests have packed up and 
headed North! 

Who doesn’t love 
this time of the year? 
The brightly colored 
Easter eggs, Easter 
egg hunts, chocolate 
Easter bunnies, jelly 
beans-all the wonder-
ful Easter candy! Lots of 
families gather to cel-
ebrate Easter sharing family 
traditions that sometimes go back 
generations.

Maybe you have wondered why 
Easter Sunday falls on a different 
Sunday every year. Unlike Christ-
mas which is always on December 
25- Easter Sunday is on a different 
Sunday every year. Here is why:

According to the Bible, Jesus 
Christ’s death and resurrection 
occurred around the time of the 
Jewish Passover, which was 
celebrated on the first full moon 
following the Spring equinox. So 
Easter Sunday is usually cel-

ebrated on the first Sunday after 
the first full moon occurring on or 
after the Spring Equinox. 

Complicated and confusing-
right? Maybe just stick 

with the jelly beans and 
chocolate Easter Bun-
nies!

Interestingly, Easter 
Sunday this year hap-
pened to fall on April 
1- also known as April 

Fool’s Day! The signif-
icance of this should not 

be lost on us in a meaning-
ful and humorous way!!

1 Corinthians 3:18-19 reminds 
us not to deceive ourselves. If any 
one of you thinks he or she is wise 
by the standards of this age, he 
or she should become a “fool” so 
that he or she may become wise! 
For the wisdom of this world is 
foolishness in God’s sight! We are 
to be fools for Christ! 

So this Easter, God’s April 
Fool’s joke on us was defeating 
death! For God so loved the world 
that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him shall not 
perish but have eternal life.

A View Without a Point

Up close with YPG’s 
past and future

By Teri Womack
When I was asked to be a bus 

escort for YPG’s Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and Math (STEM) 
Day, I thought to myself, “Pfft…
no problem!  I’ve been escorting the 
YPG Public Tours for years and I’ve 
got my routine down.  I got this!.”

I found out very quickly that I 
definitely did not have this.  

The YPG public tour bus is typical-
ly filled with mostly senior citizens, 
including many seasoned veterans 

that have served in all branches of 
the military.  They are eager tell their 
stories and share their experiences, 
which include a wealth of knowledge 
about all things military.  They love 
browsing through the displays at the 
Heritage Center, pausing to reflect on 
a time gone by and an era they can 
personally relate to.  They represent 
our past and part of our history.   At 
the end of the tour, I usually end by 
saying something like, “Whew! That 
was a long day -- I’m beat!  (Some-

Staff Sgt. Gregory LaFleur (left) and Staff Sgt. Brandon Hunter (right), show STEM Day participants some of the gear used by 
Airborne Test Force Soldiers on a daily basis. (Photo by Minna Hernandez)
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Red’s Bird Cage
Saloon

Located in the heart of Historic Downtown Yuma
231 Main St. · 928-783-1050

Mon-Fri 9:30am - 2:30am • Open Sat & Sun 6am

Come And Join Us!

145300

times I wipe my brow for dramatic 
effect).   Is anyone else tired or is 
it just me?”  There’s always a few 
responses such as “I sure am!  I’m 
going home to take a nap!”

The STEM Day bus was filled with 
young high school students full of 
hope and expectations for the fu-
ture.  Most were still trying to decide 
which college they want to attend 
and which career field would suite 
them best.  They have their whole 
lives ahead of them and they are de-
termined to explore all of the avail-
able resources and opportunities out 
there.  At the beginning of the tour, I 
asked for a show of hands to indicate 
who had previously visited the prov-
ing ground and not one hand was 
raised. They were definitely eager to 
learn about our mission, however, 
and looking forward to the day of 
hands on experiences.

My dialog for the STEM Day tour 
needed to be very different from 

what I spoke about on the YPG 
public tours.  Unfortunately, that fact 
didn’t dawn on me until the bus was 
put into gear and the tour began.  So, 
I improvised as we traveled along the 
routes to the test sites, chatting about 
our mission and unique capabilities 
and drawing their attention to certain 
points of interest.   YPG’s testing of 
the Global Positioning System (GPS) 
in the late 70s definitely made an im-
pact when I told them that the initial 
equipment was so huge, it barely fit 
in a helicopter. They all looked down 
in amazement at their cell phones at 
the GPS technology that now fits in 
the palm of their hands.  

At the end of the day, out of habit 
and full disclosure of the truth, I 
expressed my weariness by saying 
“Whew!  That was a REALLY long, 
hot day --I’m totally exhausted!  
(And wiped my brow with real 
drama this time).  Is anyone else 
worn out or is it just me?” 

There was no response-- not one 
single word.  I could have heard a 
pen drop, and I think I may have 
heard a few crickets chirping.    

In fact, I think if I asked them if 
they wanted to do another round-
about to the test sites, they would’ve 
been willing, but, to be honest, I’m 

not so sure I would have been able.
Two different tours.  One tour bus 

filled with storytellers who represent 
our history.  The other filled with 
youth who represent stories not yet 
written.  They are our past and our 
future and both are equally impor-
tant.

that have served in all branches of 
the military.  They are eager tell their 
stories and share their experiences, 
which include a wealth of knowledge 
about all things military.  They love 
browsing through the displays at the 
Heritage Center, pausing to reflect on 
a time gone by and an era they can 
personally relate to.  They represent 
our past and part of our history.   At 
the end of the tour, I usually end by 
saying something like, “Whew! That 
was a long day -- I’m beat!  (Some-

One thing that caused everyone to stop in their tracks and watch was the sight of an armored M88 recovery vehicle driving 
over a civilian car. YPG’s STEM Day proved to be an exciting, interesting and fun morning that encouraged young people to 
consider the technical fields in making career choices. (Photo by Chuck Wullenjohn)

Nearly 150 area high school students visited YPG in late March to witness the use of scientific principles and the scientific 
method in use each day at the proving ground. Highlights included inspecting and riding armored vehicles, witnessing artillery 
firing, learning about unmanned aircraft and night vision equipment, and much more. (Photo by Chuck Wullenjohn)
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EXPERIENCE

By Joe Lacdan
Potential U.S. adversaries have ad-

vanced their long-range capabilities, 
and the Army needs to move quickly 
to maintain its military edge, the ser-
vice’s leaders said recently at the As-
sociation of the Army’s Global Force 

Symposium in Huntsville, Alabama.
Long-range precision fires, one of 

six modernization priorities identified 
by Chief of Staff of the Army Gen. 
Mark A. Milley, must be continually 
pushed to increase capabilities in or-
der maintain overmatch over potential 

adversaries like North Korea, China, 
and Russia.

“Merely outgunning the enemy 
will not get us the relative advantage 
we’re seeking,” said Gen. Robert 
Brown, commanding general of U.S. 
Army Pacific, during a panel discus-
sion. “We need to get to dominance 
and deterrence through improved 
capabilities, increased capacity and 
revised warfighting doctrine.” 

Brown added that with long-range 
precision fires, the establishment of 
Cross-Functional Teams under the 
modernization command will help the 
U.S. maintain the overmatch it cur-
rently has.

John Gordon, a senior policy 
researcher from Washington, said 
modernized enemy capabilities could 
place greater stress on U.S. forces.

“(Enemy modernization capabilities 
are) going to make all forms of air 
support much more difficult and the 
ground forces are going to feel the ef-
fects of that,” said Gordon, a 20-year 
Army veteran. “It’s certainly going to 
put a greater premium on U.S. Army 
field artillery.”

The XM-1113, a 155-millimeter 
insensitive munition high explosive 
rocket-assisted projectile, is currently 
being tested at the Yuma Proving 
Ground in Arizona. Completion 
is scheduled for mid-April for the 

projectile that can be fired from the 
M109 self-propelled howitzer and 
M777 cannon. 

Increased capabilities, Maranian 
said, will open the door for joint forc-
es to take advantage of the “holes” 
that robust long-range precision fires 
will open.

“The Army has got to modernize 
our surface-to-surface fire capabilities 
at echelon to guarantee that we have 
clear overmatch in the close fight, in 
the deep fight, in the strategic fight,” 
said Maranian, also the Army’s com-
mandant of Field Artillery. “If we are 
unable to do that we will not be able 
to do for the joint force what it is that 
surface-to-surface fires do; which is to 
open those windows of opportunities 
to allow our joint and Army aviation 
forces to exploit deep.”

Continued research and collabora-
tion among the Long-Range Precision 
Fires Cross-Functional Team will 
continue to be a driving force behind 
the Army’s modernization efforts.

“Being able to pull all of those 
folks together, under the direction of 
a leader and focus our energies on 
being able to write requirements and 
do that experimentation ... has been 
paramount to our ability to try to 
(progress) fast,” Maranian said. “(It) 
has become a lost art in our acquisi-
tion process.”

Army keeps competitive edge 
with long-range precision fires at YPG

The XM-1113, a 155-millimeter insensitive munition high explosive rocket-assisted projectile, is currently being tested at YPG. 
Completion is scheduled for mid-April for the projectile that can be fired from the M109 self-propelled howitzer and M777 
cannon. Continued research and collaboration among the Long-Range Precision Fires Cross-Functional Team will continue to 
be a driving force behind the Army’s modernization efforts. (Photo by Minna Hernandez)

To Advertise in 
the outpost 
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dArlene Firestone 
aT (928) 539-6829

naTionals@yumasun.com
yuma sun, inc.

2055 s. arizona ave., 
yuma, az 85364
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will always be testing at YPG.”
This month marks Bracamonte’s 

31st year at YPG, and he says the 
proving ground has made enormous 
gains in professionalism and 
capabilities since he began.  When 
he was a project engineer for the 
Munitions and Weapons test branch, 
the high speed cameras that provide 
instant, high resolution images of a 
projectile leaving a tube were almost 
unimaginable, as were precision 
guided munitions accurate to within 
mere meters of a target.

“In my early days, I had a program 
where my photo budget was in the 
neighborhood of $50,000 to $60,000 
per month to buy film and have 
it processed,” said Bracamonte.  
“You might be able to get the film 
developed in six to eight hours, but 
usually it was a 24 hour turnaround. 
Today the imagery is instantaneous, 
with better clarity:  These cameras 
cost a lot of money, but so did the 
cameras we were using back in the 
day.”

A significant portion of his time 
here was during the direst days of 
combat in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
where Soldiers and Marines saw 
threats first from rockets and 
mortars, then from devastating 
improvised explosive devices. The 
Department of Defense rapidly 
tested technologies to defeat these 
threats and rapidly fielded armored 
vehicles to mitigate their destructive 
power: YPG testers and supporting 
personnel routinely worked 60 
and 70-hour work weeks over the 
course of years to meet or exceed the 
critically tight schedules.

“We’re a continuously improving 
organization,” he said.  “We strive for 
excellence.”

A Yuma native, Bracamonte 
showed interest in mechanics at an 
early age.

“As a kid, I had a passion for 
shooting rockets and coming up with 
contraptions that did things. One of 

my friends’ dad would buy old cars 
in various states of disarray, and 
helping him fix those cars while I 
was in high school taught me a lot.”

After graduating from Yuma High 
School in 1981, he went to the 
University of Arizona and majored in 
mechanical engineering.

“I enjoyed math and science and 
wanted to continue that after high 
school,” he said.  “I looked at the 
possibility of being a mathematician 
or a physicist, but I saw engineering 
as combining both subjects. After my 
first year in college, I knew that was 
what I wanted to do.”

Degree in hand, he returned home 
in 1987 and started at YPG testing 
tank ammunition.

“My plan was to make a little 
money, stay a year or two, and then 
move on somewhere else. But when 
I actually started working here, it 
was very exciting and challenging. 
I really, really liked the job, and 
stayed.”

As the years progressed, 
Bracamonte was promoted numerous 
times. From team leader to branch 
chief, then division chief. He 

attended a prestigious course of study 
at Cranfield University at the United 
Kingdom’s Royal Military College 
of Science, then became the Ground 
Combat Systems director prior to 
being elevated to his current position. 
Just prior to this, he worked a detail 
as the Associate Director of Test 
Management at the Army Test and 
Evaluation Command, YPG’s senior 
command, which he described as an 
awareness-raising experience.

“The people of ATEC work late 
hours so we can have a smoother 
operation at YPG. I’ve always 
appreciated them, but having the 
opportunity to serve with them and 
see what they do for us gave me a 
deeper appreciation. It was a good 
experience.”

YPG’s mission is growing in a 
variety of areas, particularly in the 
long range precision fires, counter-
unmanned aircraft and mine-
countermine missions. Counter 
Rocket Artillery Mortar (C-RAM) 
testing is also expanding. The 
proving ground is currently testing 
artillery projectiles with dramatically 
longer ranges than in years past, with 
aspirations to achieve ranges that will 
ultimately exceed the boundaries of 
YPG’s land and air space. 

“We have opened up a partnership 
with Marine Corps Air Station Yuma 
and Barry M. Goldwater Air Force 

Range on a non-interference basis 
that has allowed us to fire long-range 
projectiles, and we have also used 
our sister test center White Sands 
Missile Range to accommodate 
longer range shots that we cannot 
accommodate at YPG.”  The proving 
ground is also currently exploring 
nearby areas off the proving ground 
for use as gun positions.

Through all the evolutions and 
changes, Bracamonte stresses that 
safety will always remain YPG’s 
deepest emphasis.

“Safety is a culture at YPG,” he 
said.  “Our motto is that everyone 
goes home at the end of the day, 
and we live by that. We work in an 
inherently dangerous environment, 
whether it is firing a projectile, 
preparing ammunition, or cleaning 
up a range: even in the commute to 
work every day it is important to 
emphasize safety.”

As it has done since 1943, YPG 
will continue to test virtually every 
piece of equipment that warfighters 
count on.

“Everybody at YPG strives to 
produce the best product we can for 
our Soldiers,” said Bracamonte.”   
He or she is our ultimate customer, 
and everyone here knows that doing 
their work correctly means a Soldier 
can perform their mission safely and 
successfully.”

EXPERIENCE
FROM PAGE 1

YPG Technical Director Larry Bracamonte (left) escorts Senator John McCain (right) on a tour of the installation in this 2010 
photo. This month marks Bracamonte’s 31st year at YPG, and he says the proving ground has made enormous gains in 
professionalism and capabilities since he began. (Photos by Mark Schauer)

Three months into his tenure as the proving ground’s highest 
ranking civilian, YPG Technical Director Lazaro “Larry” 
Bracamonte is bullish on the post’s prospects. “I see the 
future as bright for us,” he said.  “People are concerned 
about the budget, but having been here over 30 years, I’ve 
seen this before. We will always be testing at YPG.”
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By Chuck Wullenjohn
Like other federal government 

organizations, the Army is funded by 
American citizens through public tax 
dollars, making positive community 
outreach a necessity.  U.S. Army Yuma 
Proving recently “reached out” to 
staffers from Arizona congressional 
offices to provide them with a detailed 
view of a vitally important national 
defense mission that doesn’t often get 
the exposure it deserves.

Nine staffers from Arizona Congres-
sional offices, as well as other officials 
and members of the Yuma 50 local 
military support group, visited YPG 
for about five hours in early April. 
After a detailed briefing from YPG 
Commander Col. Ross Poppenberger, 

they spent an adventurous, stimulat-
ing morning inspecting then riding 
armored vehicles, witnessing YPG 
artillery testing, viewing unmanned 
aircraft and a variety of sensor testing, 
and much more. Many found it an eye-
opening experience.

According to Col. Ross Poppen-
berger, commander, the staffers were 
super-receptive to the briefings they 
received and the activities they saw.  
One of the main messages he tried to 
get across is that, due to the Army’s in-
tense interest in developing long range 
artillery and precision munitions, 
the proving ground has outgrown its 
boundaries.

“They understand it and are sup-
portive of helping us to expand to the 

point where we can achieve a 100 km 
artillery shot,” he said.  “That is far 
beyond what conventional artillery can 
do.”

Typically, tours of this type are 
straightforward in nature, highlighting 
daily mission activities in a no-non-
sense manner.  The tour did this, but 
added critical, detailed information 
about YPG’s future needs, and made 
the overall tour memorable by al-
lowing them to experience riding an 
armored vehicle through the desert and 
allowing them to pull the lanyards on 
artillery pieces. 

“We need to position YPG for the 
future,” said Poppenberger, “and that 
future is a 100 km shot for our main 
customer.”  

Army Chief of Staff Gen. Mark Mil-
ley has laid out carefully defined pri-
orities for the Army, establishing eight 
cross functional teams to carry them 
out.  Of these teams, long range preci-
sion fires, is the number one priority.  

“Long range firing is coming and 
we at YPG must be prepared,” he said.  
“If not, a base somewhere else will be.  
We simply must be able to support the 
technology on the way.”

Travis Schulte, Legislative Liaison 
for the Arizona Department of Emer-

gency and Military Affairs, attended 
the tour and took time to share some 
of his observations.  Though Arizona 
contains some of the largest test ranges 
in the Department of Defense, he feels 
the footprint of many is not sufficient 
for future weapon systems.  

“As ballistics improve,” he said, 
“surface danger zones expand and 
concerns grow.  It impacts activities of 
the Arizona National Guard, as well as 
air and ground active military services 
throughout the state.” 

The Yuma 50 local military support 
organization lobbied for the visit and 
arranged a welcome dinner when the 
congressional staffers arrived in town.  
The feedback received during and 
after the tour was extremely positive.

“This was not an average tour and 
YPG pulled out all the stops,” said 
Julie Engel, Yuma 50 chairperson and 
director of the Greater Yuma Econom-
ic Development Corporation. 

A major tour accomplishment, she 
said, was that it made the point that 
YPG was being proactive in planning 
for the future.  “To be ready when 
things happen rather than reacting to it 
was a message this audience needed to 
hear, for they can help achieve it.  We 
don’t want to play catch-up.”

Y8

TLC MANAGEMENT

Themis & Paul Cavanagh
928.726.5557
670 E 32nd St, Ste 9

www.tlcmanagement.net

“Find the Rental Home YOU Deserve”
As A veterAn,PAul understAnds the 

needs of relocAting militAry fAmilies And 
is dedicAted to Assisting All fAmilies in 
locAting their next rentAl home. he is 

Also A retired PeAce officer who is very 
sensitive to the PArticulAr needs of PlAcing 

lAw enforcement And their fAmilies.

145995

·resPonsive  ·concerned ·reliAble  ·here for you!

Congressional staffers “rock and roll” on YPG ranges

Nine staffers from Arizona Congressional offices, as well as other officials and members of the Yuma 50 local military 
support group, visited YPG for about five hours in early April. Here, engineering technician Ryan Hyatt (left) and Ground 
Combat Systems Test Director Edwin Patchet (right) show visitors a projectile follower system that photographs munitions 
leaving the muzzle of a howitzer at between 15,000 and 30,000 frames per second. (Photos by Chuck Wullenjohn)

After a detailed briefing from YPG Commander Col. Ross Poppenberger, they spent an adventurous, stimulating morning 
inspecting then riding armored vehicles, witnessing YPG artillery testing, viewing unmanned aircraft and a variety of sensor 
testing, radar systems, and much more. Here, Aviation Systems and Electronic Test Division Chief Ross Gwynn discusses the 
counter-unmanned aircraft mission.



THE OUTPOST    APRIL 16, 2018   9

Y9

classifieds
To place your ad call 928-783-4433

Home Services 
Directory

Air Conditioning - 
Heating

Your Wife Is Hot!

Better get the air
conditioner fixed!

Call an air conditioning
professional from the Yuma

Sun Classifieds Services
Directory.

Air Conditioning - 
Heating

Carpentry - 
Woodworking

Carpet - Rug Cleaner

Ceramic Tile

Cleaning Services

Good
Job.

If you are out of work, looking
to make a move up the

corporate ladder or need extra
spending money that a part time
job can supply, the Yuma Sun

Employment section is the place
to look.

Looking for a new ride?  Check
out www.RevUpSouthwest.com

Computer Services

THE COMPUTER GUY
Computer Repair Specialist
Virus & Spyware removal,
Slow PCs, Data recovery,
Networking, Custom built

PCs, 1 on 1 training, 
New set up etc. 

I make House-calls and
Pick Up & Delivery.
23 Years Experience

Frank 928-581-9403 
Business & Residential 

Concrete

Concrete

Construction

928-782-1212
M & M GENERAL

CONTRACTING, INC
Residential & Commercial

Remodels, Kitchens, Baths,
Tile Work, Stucco, Concrete

and Framing
Mention ad for a discount
We'll beat our competitors

prices. Free Estimates
Roc#274239

www.facebook.com/
ClassifiedsInYuma

Doors & Windows

THE DOOR GUY
Specializing in Installation &

Repair of all Doors,
Windows, Patio slider, Storm,

Security, Garage, Openers
and Spring replacement

19 years experience in
all phases of carpentry
Frank 928-581-9403

I also Install of locks
& handle sets

(not a licensed contractor)

Excavation

ERNIE'S BOBCAT
SERVICE, INC.

Excavation, Grading,
Hauling, Pool

Excavation, Lot Prep,
Cleaning and more!

FREE ESTIMATES

928-210-1152
928-726-3514

ROC #237678

Garage Doors

IT IS ALWAYS HOT IN
YUMA!

Make sure your air
conditioner is up and
running.
Look in the
Yuma Sun
Service
Directory for
A/C repair!

Congressional staffers “rock and roll” on YPG ranges
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classifieds
To place your ad call 928-783-4433

Handyman

Masonry, Carpentry,
Cement, Remodeling,
Painting, Plumbing,

Roofing & More Just Ask!
No job too small because

I do them all.
Allen Ainsworth

Cell 928-257-9077
or Call 928-783-0306

not a licensed contractor

Veteran with over 40 years
experience in maintenance

and repairs. 
NEED HELP? CALL A PRO!

No job too small.
Available to help you year round
805-290-0816 • Yuma, AZ

HANDYMAN BOB

(not a licensed contractor)

Landscaping Services

Trimming, Shaping,
and Removing,

General clean-up,
Gravel Spreading,

Brick and Concrete Work,
Sprinkler Installation
FREE ESTIMATES
Call 928- 342-7779
or 928-920-4164

not a licensed contrator

Trimming, Shaping,
Removing and General

clean-up,
 Gravel Spreading,

 Brick and Concrete Work,
Sprinkler Installation
FREE ESTIMATES
Call 928- 342-7779
or 928-920-4164

not a licensed contrator

Landscaping Services

Arturo's Artistic
Landscaping

Installation and Repairs
• Sprinklers
• Spread Rock
• Lighting
• Design
• Edging • Brick
• Concrete
Curbing

Call Today 928.580.8666
ROC#214701

LANDSCAPE SERVICES
• Landscape Installation
• Drip Systems
• Sprinkler Systems & Repair
• Grass   • Gravel   • Pavers
• Flagstone   • Brick Borders
• Yard Lighting & Clean-Ups
• Tree Trimming

928-920-2672
(not a licensed contractor)

Lawn Services

Complete Maintenance
10% off your Service w/ ad

Installation & Sprinkler repair
•Tree trim •Yard clean up

•Sidewalk• Concrete Curbing
• Stamping & Driveway's

Call 928-246-5480
FREE Estimates - City licensed

(not a licensed contractor)

LIKE and SHARE
the Yuma Sun Classifieds

Facebook Page.

www.facebook.com/
ClassifiedsInYuma

The Yuma Sun is located at
2055 S. Arizona Avenue

Movers

MOVERS
2 Men Will Move
You! Up to 300
miles. Retired
Fire Fighter &

Vet Exp'd, Reliable,
Dependable Multi-task

Family Owned & Operated
for 36+ yrs.

928-344-0346
928-246-0628

City Lic. & BBB Certified
(Not a licensed Contractor)

Painters

Interior & Exterior
Paint, Stains, and Varnish

Elasto / Meric • Roof Coating
Drywall & Stucco Repair

• Wall Paper
& Acoustic Removal

Jesse • 928-920-0827
Lic. • Bonded & Ins. ROC 133364

Painters

Desert Best 
Painting LLC

Specializing in 
Commercial & Residential

Licensed-Bonded-Insured - ROC# 200112

RODRIGO RAMIREZ (Owner)

desertbestpainting1@yahoo.com

928-446-9519

 Interior  Exterior
 Drywall  Stucco Repair

 Roof Coating  Apoxy Floors

Licensed & Bonded for your
Protection • ROC 145570 

Plumbing

Specializing in

REPAIR & INSTALLATIONS

Water Heaters,
Water Softeners &

Replacements

928-376-6904

Call Chuck 
Licensed Plumber

ChucksWATER HEATERLLC

Chuck Gregory
Owner

Over
40 years. 

Experience.

Free Estimates
Formerly Mr. Water Heater

Not a licensed contractor

Roofers

Free Estimates 
Call 928-782-2814 
Licensed, Bonded, Insured

Roc#162010

Polyurethane 
Foam is the only 
true seamless, 

NO LEAK, 
roofi ng system.

The single most energy effi cient thing 
you can do for your home.

We also do all types of coatings. 

ROOFING EXPERTS INC.
All types of Roofs

• Elastomeric systems •
• Concrete Decking •

• Repairs & Inspections •
Ask about our discounts

928-627-8366
ROC20110 lic., bonded & ins.

Tile, flat, foam or shingle roofs.
Small repairs to complete new roof

systems. All 100% guaranteed.
linesandlundgreen.com

ROC#069354C42. 070448L42.

928-783-9084

ROOFING & INSULATION, INC.

Share your celebration or
announcement!

Call (928) 783-4433 to place
your ad today!

Window Cleaning

Looking for
your new home?

Share
your
event with
the Yuma
Sun's
online calendar!

Submissions are free and
must follow the same

guidelines as
"What's Going On".

Go to
www.yumasun.com/calendar
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10% Off For Our Military Every Day
Staff Wears Red On Fridays To Show Support For Our Troops

1731 S Sunridge Dr

928-539-9000

Our 50’s Style Diner has 
the Best 
Shakes 
in Town!

OPEN 
24 HOURS

Indoor/Outdoor
seating

24 Hrs.

Newly Remodeled Rooms

Baymont Inn & Suites Guests 
Receive A Hot, Cooked To Order 

Breakfast At Penny’s Diner
14

36
45

classifieds
To place your ad call 928-783-4433

Color Fun Run kicks off month of 
sexual assault awareness and prevention activities

April is Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month, and YPG kicked off a month of educational and informative events with YPG’s third annual Color Fun Run on April 5. After YPG Commander Col. Ross Poppenberger and Command 
Sgt. Maj. Jamathon Nelson signed a proclamation decreeing April Sexual Assault Awareness and Prevention Month at YPG, more than 100 members of the YPG family participated in the run. Given that April is also the Month of the Military 
Child, participants ran through the Child Development Center, where the youngsters got in on the color-spraying fun. (Photos by Teri Womack)
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